The Campaign of 1814 in France   221

Yorck "saw the matter in a different light," to
quote again his own friend, and clung to a clause in
the orders which directed him, in case Napoleon
should already have broken through Blucher's
lines, to devote himself to repairing a certain
bridge over the Marne. As no news could
possibly have reached Yorck of the prescribed
eventuality having occurred, his conduct looks
very much like rank disobedience.

Napoleon then proceeded to devour his enemy
piecemeal. On February loth he fell upon
Olsufiev at Champaubert and drove his little force
entirely asunder, taking captive the Russian
general himself; on the nth he engaged Sacken's
corps at Montmirail; and as Sacken retreated in
the direction of Chateau Thierry, Yorck's corps,
too, did eventually become involved in the struggle.
But one scarcely recognises the hero of so many
brave fights in this emergency. He had been near
enough to hear the cannon at Montmirail, yet had
not rushed to Sacken's assistance; for some un-
explained reason he employed now but one fourth
of the forces that he had actually at hand. Strange
to say he was filled with a grim, unholy wrath
against Bliicher to whose faulty commands he
ascribed all the misfortunes.

Yorck and Sacken, with losses aggregating
nearly 3000 men, retreated past Chateau Thierry
in the direction of Rheims. Napoleon in his
bulletins, to be sure, placed the losses much high-
er; he was seriously endeavouring now to rouse